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COMMAGENE (KOMMAGENE) 


The ancient kingdom of Commagene appears in Neo-Assyrian sources as Kummuh , but there is no known 
continuity between it and its Hellenistic successor. The state of Commagene was founded c. 170 by Ptolemaios, a 
probable son of the Armenian king Xerxes, who recognized Seleucid suzerainty before taking the title of king 
(basileus) in r.163. Although relatively small, the kingdom was prosperous and occupied a strategic position on 
the Euphrates. Ptolemaios’ son Samos appears to have founded or re-founded the capital Samosata in Hellenistic 
royal fashion, and he added Hellenistic royal epithets to his name. Surviving the collapse of the Seleucids, 
Commagene became a Roman client by the reign of Antiokhos I who, like several of his successors, proclaimed 
his affection for Rome with the epithet Philoromaios. Nevertheless, Antiokhos I had to weather the wrath of 
Marcus Antonius (Antony), and his successor Mithradates II was placed in an awkward position by having 
supported Antony against Augustus at the battle of Actium. He managed to keep his kingdom, but the death of 
Antiokhos III in AD 17 coincided with Rome’s reorganization of the East, and Commagene was temporarily 
annexed by the Roman Empire as part of the province of Syria. The emperor Gaius (Caligula) restored the 
kingdom to its heir Antiokhos IV in 38, but in 72 Vespasianus re-annexed Commagene to the Roman Empire 
alongside several other client states. Although Antiokhos IV’s sons had put up a determined resistance to the 
Roman conquest, the royal dynasty of Commagene survived within the ranks of the Roman imperial elite. 
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Kings of Commagene (Kommagene) 

Ptolemaios ... son of (?) Xerxes of Armenia; epistates c. 170, then basileus f.163 
Samos Theosebes Dikaios ... son of Ptolemaios 
Mithradates I Kallinikos ... son of Samos 

Antiokhos I Dikaios Epiphanes Philoromaios Philellen ... son of Mithradates I 

Mithradates II Philoromaios Philellen ... son of Antiokhos I 

— Antiokhos II ... son of Antiokhos I; rival c. 31 —29 1 * * * 

Mithradates III ... son of (?) Antiokhos IT 

Antiokhos III Philokaisar ... son of Mithradates III 

(to the Roman Empire) 

Antiokhos IV Epiphanes ... son of Antiokhos III; deposed, 5 died 72: 

(to the Roman Empire 72) 


1 Antiokhos II was summoned to Rome and executed by the Roman emperor Augustus for having killed his 

brother’s ambassador to the Romans (Cassius Dio 52.43.1); it remains uncertain whether his apparent friction 
with his brother extended to the point of asserting himself as rival king; in the context of Mithradates II’s 

support for Augustus’ rival Antonius at Actium in 3 1 BC, this is quite probable: by claiming the throne, 
Antiokhos II would have taken advantage of his brother’s error and would have tried to ingratiate himself (and 
his dynasty) with the victor. 

1 Mithradates Ill’s father had been executed by his brother, apparently Mithradates II (Cassius Dio 54.9.3); if 
Antiokhos II’s execution at Rome can be seen as the (indirect) work of Mithradates II, he can be identified as 
Mithradates Ill’s father with some plausibility; otherwise Mithradates III was the son of another (unnamed) 
brother of Mithradates II. 

5 The Roman emperor Gaius (Caligula) apparently decided to depose Antiokhos IV in 41, but the king was left 
in place by the new emperor, Claudius I. 



